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STATEMENT OF FAITH & SOLIDARITY
Protecting the Welcoming City Ordinance

This statement was shared publicly during the CSPL Posadas on December 6th, 2023 in English
and Spanish by several CSPL members. The Spanish translation is below:

Our message tonight is one of solidarity, hope and abundance. As Chicagoans and residents of
this beautiful and rich region, we are witnessing a time of collective anxiety, anger and fear.

We don't have to look far to look in the news these days and witness the anger, division and
frustration that have taken root at City Hall and in many of our neighborhoods in response to
the recent arrival of migrants and refugees from Venezuela, Haiti and other parts of the world
that now call Chicago home.

We must be able to name with moral clarity the forces that are attempting to divide us against
one another, to harden our hearts and obfuscate the mental and emotional clarity we must
have as community leaders and organizers when it comes to deciding where we should be
channeling our constructive energies to create a more just and equitable Chicago.

As Catholics and Christians committed to being followers of Jesus, this means that we must be
firmly committed to justice and mercy, because we believe in a God who stands with the most
oppressed, no matter who they are. We must remember that Jesus, whose example and
testimony we follow, was born into extreme and difficult circumstances as a refugee. Mary and
Joseph, who had fled their homeland and traveled thousands of miles on foot and by donkey
to escape Herod's attempt to capture and kill their son, were rejected again and again upon
their arrival in Egypt when searching for a place Warm and welcoming, safe place to stay while
Maria was in labor.

All of us in this country, unless we are Native American, have a migrant story. Whether we were
the ones who traveled a long distance to arrive here or whether we are the descendants of
African ancestors who arrived in this nation by force, we must not forget that part of our story,
because when we forget who we are, where we came from, the difficulties we faced along the
way and the people and communities that welcomed or supported us and our ancestors, we
break the bonds of generational solidarity and mutuality that make us fully human and that
distinguishes us as Catholics and Christians.

Unfortunately, there are politicians in our city who are currently trying to exploit the immigrant
situation by sowing more division and attempting to introduce legislation that would be



detrimental to our communities. Recently, our Councilman, Raymond Lopez of District 15, the
Councilman of this same district, and Councilman Beal of District 9, have introduced an effort
to introduce a ballot initiative next year that threatens to strip Chicago's Welcoming City
Ordinance. This would have no effect on migrants arriving from Venezuela or elsewhere. All this
would do is strip away necessary legal protections that benefit thousands of immigrants living,
working, and raising their families in Chicago. A clear example of this is that if the Chicago
Welcoming City Ordinance is eliminated, our local police department and the Cook County
Sheriff's department could cooperate with ICE officials. This is incredibly dangerous and
inhumane!

Our local law enforcement agencies are currently restricted from cooperating with Immigration
& Custom Enforcement (ICE) thanks to Chicago’s Welcoming City Ordinance policy that was
passed under the leadership of Chicago’s first Black Mayor, Harold Washington, on March 7th,
1985. Mayor Washington understood that immigrants are a vital part of the fabric and tapestry
of Chicago and that a sanctuary city policy was necessary in order to protect immigrant families
who had decided to make Chicago their home. Today, a hallmark of Mayor Washington'’s
legislative legacy and this critical legal protection is under threat and it is vital that we stand
together as a multi-racial, multi-generational grassroots-led and faith-rooted coalition to speak
with a united and powerful voice. Stripping the rights of one community is not in the interest of
already historically marginalized Black communities, like my Black community. We are indeed
more powerful when we stand, march, pray and organize together.

As a coalition, we are unequivocally committed to opposing the effort to strip our city’s
Welcoming City Ordinance or to lessen the protections in the ordinance. There is currently an
organizing effort underway that CSPL is a key part of to push for a different type of ballot
initiative for Chicagoans to consider in 2024. Rather than having language on the ballot that
would cause further confusion and division within our communities and risk leading to a vote to
strip the city’s Welcoming City Ordinance, we are organizing with a coalition of partners to put
on the ballot language that would call for Chicagoans to weigh in on the urgency to expand
access to high quality and free childcare for working families in our city.

We must organize to ensure our city does what is right for all of us. We can and must organize
to ensure that our recent immigrant brothers are well housed, that their children have access to
healthy food, and a good start to their new lives in Chicago. And we must organize to ensure
that we combat poverty and violence, dramatically reduce racial disparities, and work to
expand economic and educational opportunities within Chicago's historically underserved
Black and Brown communities. These two things are not mutually exclusive, and we must
demonstrate through our multiracial and multigenerational solidarity that “either/or”
arguments will not move us forward. We only move forward when we deepen our relationships,
organize, pray and act with each other. Now, we will recreate the difficult journey that Mary and
Joseph underwent as they sought refuge, as experienced by many of us and our ancestors. We
will knock on doors that reveal issues related to youth mental health, immigration and child
care — all issues we address at CSPL.



*en Espafol*

DECLARACION DE FE Y SOLIDARIDAD
Proteccion de la Ordenanza de Ciudad Acogedora

Esta declaracion fue compartida publicamente durante las Posadas de CSPL el 6 de diciembre
de 2023 en inglés y espariol por varios miembros de CSPL. La traduccion al espafol esta a
continuacion:

Nuestro mensaje de esta noche es de solidaridad, esperanza y abundancia. Como habitantes
de Chicago y residentes de esta hermosa y rica regién, estamos siendo testigos de una época
de ansiedad, ira y miedo colectivos.

No tenemos que ir muy lejos para mirar las noticias de estos dias y ser testigos de la ira, la
divisiéon y la frustracién que se han arraigado en el Ayuntamiento y en muchos de nuestros
vecindarios en respuesta a la reciente llegada de migrantes y refugiados de Venezuela, Haiti, y
otras partes del mundo que ahora consideran a Chicago su hogar.

Debemos ser capaces de nombrar con claridad moral las fuerzas que estan intentando
dividirnos unos contra otros, endurecer nuestros corazones y ofuscar la claridad mental y
emocional que debemos tener como lideres y organizadores comunitarios cuando se trata de
decidir donde debemos canalizar nuestras energias constructivas para crear un Chicago més
justo y equitativo.

Como catdlicos y cristianos comprometidos a ser seguidores de Jesus, esto significa que
debemos estar firmemente comprometidos con la justicia y la misericordia, porque creemos en
un Dios que apoya a los mas oprimidos, sin importar quiénes sean. Debemos recordar que
Jesus, cuyo ejemplo y testimonio seguimos, nacié en circunstancias extremas y dificiles como
refugiado. Maria y José, que habian huido de su tierra natal y recorrido miles de kilémetros a
pie y en burro para escapar del intento de Herodes de capturar y matar a su hijo, fueron
rechazados una y otra vez a su llegada a Egipto en busca de un lugar célido, acogedory
seguro. lugar donde quedarse mientras Maria estaba de parto.

Todos nosotros en este pais, a menos que seamos nativos americanos, tenemos una historia de
inmigrantes. Ya sea que fuimos nosotros quienes viajamos una larga distancia para llegar aqui o
si somos los descendientes de ancestros africanos que llegaron a esta nacién por la fuerza, no
debemos olvidar esa parte de nuestra historia, porque cuando olvidamos quiénes somos,
doénde de dénde vino, las dificultades que enfrentamos en el camino y las personas y
comunidades que nos acogieron o apoyaron a nosotros y a nuestros antepasados, rompemos
los lazos de solidaridad y mutualidad generacional que nos hacen plenamente humanos y que
nos distingue como catdlicos y cristianos.



Desafortunadamente, hay politicos en nuestra ciudad que actualmente estan tratando de
explotar la situacion de los inmigrantes sembrando mas division e intentando introducir
legislacién que serfa perjudicial para nuestras comunidades. Recientemente, nuestro concejal,
Raymond Lépez del Distrito 15, el concejal de este mismo distrito, y el concejal Beal del
Distrito 9, han presentado un esfuerzo para presentar una iniciativa electoral el préximo afio
que amenaza con despojar a la Ordenanza de Ciudad Acogedora de Chicago. Esto no tendria
ningun efecto sobre los migrantes que llegan de Venezuela o de otros lugares. Todo lo que
esto haria es eliminar las protecciones legales necesarias que benefician a miles de inmigrantes
que viven, trabajan y crian a sus familias en Chicago. Un claro ejemplo de esto es que si se
elimina la Ordenanza de Ciudad Acogedora de Chicago, nuestro departamento de policia
local y el departamento del Sheriff del Condado de Cook podrian cooperar con los
funcionarios de ICE. jEsto es increiblemente peligroso e inhumano!

Nuestras agencias policiales locales actualmente no pueden cooperar con Inmigracién y
Control de Aduanas (ICE) gracias a la politica de Ordenanza de Ciudad Acogedora de Chicago
que se aprobd bajo el liderazgo del primer alcalde negro de Chicago, Harold Washington, el 7
de marzo de 1985. El alcalde Washington entendié que los inmigrantes son una parte vital de
la estructura y el tapiz de Chicago y que era necesaria una politica de ciudad santuario para
proteger a las familias inmigrantes que habian decidido hacer de Chicago su hogar. Hoy en
dia, un sello distintivo del legado legislativo del alcalde Washington y esta proteccién legal
critica estan bajo amenaza y es vital que nos unamos como una coaliciéon multirracial,
multigeneracional, liderada por las bases y con raices religiosas para hablar con una voz unida
y poderosa. Despojar los derechos de una comunidad no redunda en beneficio de las
comunidades negras que ya histéricamente han sido marginadas, como mi comunidad negra.
De hecho, somos mas poderosos cuando nos ponemos de pie, marchamos, oramos y nos
organizamos juntos.

Como coalicién, estamos inequivocamente comprometidos a oponernos al esfuerzo de
despojar la Ordenanza de Ciudad Acogedora de nuestra ciudad o disminuir las protecciones
en la ordenanza. Actualmente hay un esfuerzo de organizacién en marcha del cual CSPL es una
parte clave para impulsar un tipo diferente de iniciativa electoral para que los habitantes de
Chicago la consideren en 2024. En lugar de incluir un lenguaje en la boleta que causaria mayor
confusion y division dentro de nuestras comunidades y podria llevar a a una votacién para
eliminar la Ordenanza de Ciudad de Acogida de la ciudad, nos estamos organizando con una
coalicién de socios para incluir en la boleta un lenguaje que pediria a los habitantes de
Chicago que opinen sobre la urgencia de ampliar el acceso a educacién infantil gratuita y de
alta calidad.



